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SUBJECT : AMBASSADOR'S TALK WITH FOREIGN MINISTER O N
VIETNA M

1. WE HAVE REVIEWED OUR INSTRUCTIONS IN LIGHT OF YOU R
COMMENTS REFTEL AND BELIEVE SOME OF YOUR ARGUMENTS AR E
COMPELLING . IN PARTICULAR WE AGREE STRONG DEMARCHE T O
INDIANS MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO INDIAN ILLUSION THAT THEI R
POSITION ON VIETNAM IS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO USG . FURTHER ,
FOR USG TO REACT TO ADDITIONAL UNFAVORABLE INDIAN STATEMEN T
ONLY BY TERMING IT AS FURTHER UNFRIENDLY ACT COULD B E
INTERPRETED AS SIGN OF WEAKNESS ON OUR PART .

2. NEVERTHELESS, WE DO NOT BELIEVE WE CAN PERMIT SWARA N
SINGH APRIL 17 STATEMENT TO PASS WITHOUT STRONG U S
OBJECTION . ACCORDINGLY, YOU SHOULD KEEP 01 YOUR APPOINT-
MENT WITH FOREIGN MINISTER, INFORM HIM WE CONSIDER HI S
STATEMENT PARTICULARLY UNBALANCED, AND STATE US CAS E
FIRMLY, DRAWING FROM SECRETARY'S TESTIMONY BEFORE SENAT E
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE .

3. YOU SHOULD ALSO CARRY OUT INSTRUCTIONS PARA 3, STAT E
067415, IN REGARD SOCIAL AND BUSINESS CONTACTS WITH INDIA N
OFFICIALS .

Amy Willey
Declass



4 . WE HAVE JUST NOTED TICKER REPORT THAT MRS . GANDHI ALS O
HAS MADE STATEMENT ON VIETNAM . IF APPROPRIATE, YOU SHOUL D
REFER TO THIS STATEMENT IN YOUR MEETING WITH FOREIG N
MINISTER . YY

Amy Willey
Declass
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